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Florida homeowners have many reasons to consider 
converting their existing residential landscape to a Florida-
Friendly Landscape. Most importantly, a Florida-Friendly 
yard is an environmentally sound yard that conserves and 
protects Florida’s waterways, soil, wildlife, and energy. 
Using the right plants in the right place can filter harmful 
stormwater runoff, improve the landscape’s soil, provide 
wildlife habitat, and create shade for energy efficiency in the 
home. Landscaping also adds beauty and creates pleasant 
outdoor living spaces to increase the value of residential 
property (Figures 1 and 2 demonstrate a Florida Friendly 
landscape renovation in a residential development in 
Osprey, FL, in 2009).

Increased use of strict irrigation ordinances in Florida is 
another reason many homeowners in the Sunshine State 
are choosing to use plants that are more appropriate for a 
Florida landscape. Florida-Friendly plants—which include 
both native plants and adapted, non-native plants—survive 
with little maintenance and thrive in the climate and soils 
of the state’s varied regions. Use of these low-maintenance 
plants in residential landscapes reduces the need for 
water, fertilizer, and pesticides and also reduces the energy 
required for landscape maintenance (see Figures 3 and 4).

Figure 1. BEFORE—January 2009. A traditional development 
landscape in Osprey, FL, with a limited variety of plants.
Credits: Gail Hansen, IFAS/UF

Figure 2. AFTER Florida-Friendly landscape renovation—June 2009. 
The new landscape includes a large bed with a variety of plants, 
including Needle Palm, Scorpion Tail, FL. Lily, Adam’s Needle, and 
Pinewood Heliotrope. The large, healthy oak tree and shrubs were 
retained to provide shade and privacy.
Credits: Gail Hansen, UF/IFAS
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Care should also be taken with heavy equipment to 
minimize soil compaction; make the travel path as short as 
possible when moving materials, avoid existing plants, and 
travel on the same path each time. When feasible, move 
materials without motorized equipment; use wheelbarrows 
or pull-carts that weigh less and have smaller tire tracks. 
Protect existing trees with barricades at the drip line (the 
outer edge of the tree canopy) or beyond.

Once the hardscape is established, trees should be planted 
before small shrubs and groundcover are planted because 
trees require more time to establish, and they provide shade 
and mulch (leaf litter) for smaller plants (see Figure 11).

Large trees act as structural plants, providing organization 
in the landscape and creating screens for unwanted views 
while also adding aesthetic appeal to the property. Planting 
trees will also help create wildlife habitat and will reduce 
stormwater runoff.

To learn more about attracting wildlife, such as birds and 
butterflies, see EDIS Publication CIR1429, Landscaping 
Backyards for Wildlife: Top Ten Tips for Success, https://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/UW175, EDIS Publication 
WEC163, A Bird’s-Eye View: How Birds Select Habitat, 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW174, and EDIS Publication 
ENY722, Getting Started in Butterfly Gardening.

Phase 3: Plant Beds
The final phases for your landscape conversion includes 
removing sod in small sections over time and installing 
plants and mulch. The order in which the sod sections are 
removed is based on the master plan layout and the needs 
and desires of the homeowner. An important consideration 
in creating the plant beds is the boundary of each newly 
planted area. The beds should be determined by logical 
stop-and-start points that will give the garden some organi-
zation, even as it is being dismantled and rebuilt in phases 
(see Figures 12 and 13).

Figure 11. June 2009—A recently renovated Florida-Friendly 
landscape in Osprey, FL. The painted orange circles on the new mulch 
bed mark the location where the new trees will be planted.
Credits: Gail Hansen, UF/IFAS

Figure 10. June 2009—A temporary micro-irrigation system has been 
installed on top of the mulch in a newly planted Florida-Friendly 
landscape in Osprey, FL. This irrigation system will be removed once 
the plants are established.
Credits: Gail Hansen, UF/IFAS

Figure 12. BEFORE—March 2009. A typical side-yard in a traditional 
development landscape in Osprey, FL. The landscape includes a large 
area of sod and exposed gutters and utilities.
Credits: Gail Hansen, UF/IFAS

Figure 13. AFTER Florida-Friendly landscape renovation—August 
2009. The new landscape includes large beds with a variety of plants 
and a stone walkway, which gives form to the plant beds. The trellis 
will support a Coral Honeysuckle vine to hide the utilities.
Credits: Gail Hansen, UF/IFAS
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Installation and Maintenance 
Considerations
Follow the same installation procedures used for Bed #2.

If a temporary above-ground irrigation system was used for 
Bed #2, the system can be relocated again to use in Bed #3.

If using an existing irrigation system, check to see if the 
sprinkler locations are compatible for the bed shape to 
determine whether a re-fit is possible. If a re-fit will not 
provide adequate coverage, use a temporary system or 
install a new underground system.

Maintain the entire yard with proper irrigation, pruning, 
fertilizer, composting, and mulching.

Methods. (For more on this topic, see Ask IFAS: Florida-
Friendly Landscaping Program, https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
entity/topic/ffl.)

Use Integrated Pest Management (IPM), including using 
the least toxic alternatives for pesticides and natural 
enemies of pests. (For more on this topic, see EDIS Publica-
tion ENY298, Landscape Integrated Pest Management, 
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/IN109.)

If you are not maintaining the landscape, hire a landscape 
contractor who is certified in Florida-Friendly Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). (For more on this topic, see 
EDIS Publication ENH1113, Frequently Asked Questions 
about Florida-Friendly Landscaping, https://ufdc.ufl.edu/
IR00003433/00001.)
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